European Group News
November 2011
 
        European Group Conference: Cyprus Conference call for papers
        European Group Facebook page now has over 300 members
        European Group Email List
        Information sharing 
        Talk at Liverpool JMU by Joe Sim ‘The Fish Rots from the Capitalist Head’
        Convict Criminology (expression of interest)
 
European Group Conference: Cyprus call for papers
Attached is the call for papers for the 40th Annual Conference of the European Group.  The conference theme this year is ‘Beyond the Wire: regulating division, conflict and resistance’.  
 
The conference aims to explore the complexity of social conflicts and the way in which occupation (military or otherwise) can lead to the marginalisation of identifiable groups of people in societies divided by historical and territorial claims.  It will examine the meaning of going ‘beyond the wire’ or beyond the frontiers of a given conflict.  The conference intends to place deeply embedded social fault lines into context, and specifically to consider their impact on processes of criminalisation, justice and social control.  The conference organisers therefore encourage papers that will analyse social division, conflict and resistance across Europe and beyond.  For example, we welcome consideration of the long term implications of the re-unification of Germany; the consequences for Eastern European nations following the collapse of communist states and the Soviet Union; political and community developments in North of Ireland since the Good Friday Agreement; and the continued conflict in Palestine and resistance of the Palestinian people. 
The conference will take place in Nicosia, Cyprus.  
 
This year there are many people involved in the conference organisation.  This includes a number of people in Cyprus and Greece and also all across Europe and beyond.  
 
I will be sending you further information on hotel accommodation, conference location and the organisation of the conference streams in the next few days.  
 
Can I also remind people that there is one assisted place for our annual conference which is named after the late Anna Eggert - the deadline for applications is 28th February 2012.
 
Further details can also be found on shortly our website: http://www.europeangroup.org
 
European Group Facebook 
 
Earlier this month the number of members on our facebook page surpassed 300.  It now stands at over 320 members.  This is an increase of nearly 250 members in the last fifteen months.
 
Many thanks to all of those people who regularly update the facebook page.  
 
Please do tell your colleagues and students about our presence on facebook as they may find this a very helpful critical resource.  
 
Don’t forget that we also have a presence on crimspace and also Twitter  (see full details at the end of this email)
 
European Group Email List
 
You can now contact the whole European Group email list almost instantaneously by sending an email to europeangroup@lists.riseup.net.

[Attachments can be included in the email]

To contact the European Group Coordinator (David Scott) or Secretary (Joanna Gilmore) please send your email to: europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com 
 
If you have any contacts who wish to be added to the distribution list please ask them to send an email with the subject line 'subscribe' to europeangroup@lists.riseup.net.
 

If you have any information that you would like circulated to the Group that you do not want to send out to the whole list of members in a separate email please continue to email it to europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com and we will add it to our monthly newsletter.
 
Information Sharing
 

Please do send us any information you would like disseminating via ‘European Group News’.  This can include details from across Europe on:
        collaborative research opportunities
        job opportunities
        links to work related groups and organisations 
        activism and campaigns members are involved with
        European Group annual conference news
        Local / national events, symposiums and conferences
        research publications of relevance to group members
        funding opportunities
 
You can also send this direct to members via or email list if you prefer (see email details above).
 
Talk: Joe Sim, LMJU “The Fish Rots from the Capitalist Head: Riots in the wasteland of the free”
 
This paper will provide a critical analysis of the urban disturbances that occurred in August 2011.  It will address three issues.  First, it will contest the explanations which have dominated state, political and media discourses with their corrosive emphasis on the feral mindlessness of those involved, and their links with a desperate, chav-obsessed, dysfunctional ‘underclass’.  This discourse not only reduced the issue of human agency to a deterministic understanding of the poor as degenerate atavists propelled by forces beyond their control, but it also contributed to a broader narrative in which alternative explanations were either simply dismissed at best, or, at worst, were constructed as condoning the disorder that occurred.  Second, it will illustrate how the social construction of the poor, as politically and morally dangerous, and the ‘polluting shadow’ they cast, justified a series of coercive interventions, especially by the courts, where reimposing order triumphed over proportionality, human rights and state legitimacy itself.  This response will be contrasted with the political and state response to the crimes and misdemeanours, past and present, of a political elite unhindered by the iron discourse of personal responsibility imposed onto, and into, the hearts and minds of the powerless.  Finally, the paper will consider the aftermath of the disturbances and the significant changes that are occurring with respect to the reconfiguration of the criminal justice and state welfare systems, through the interventions of private capital and third sector organisations, which have been further legitimated by the events in August.  It will also consider the interrelationship between these changes, and other networks of social control, involving the increasing medicalisation of human behaviour, the individualisation of the social world via new media technologies and the decadent soma of consumerism.  These remorseless developments are contingent and contradictory but, taken together, they raise profound questions about the state’s response to the austerity and social disintegration engendered by the destructive power of neoliberal capitalism.
 
Thursday 1st December 2011 5pm – 7pm, 68 Hope Street, L1 9BZ. 
 
 

Expressions of interest: Convict Criminology and a place for ex-prisoners, prisoners and others
 
At the 2011 British Society of Criminology annual conference in Newcastle a small group of academics discussed the viability of establishing a Convict Criminology group, modelled loosely on a similar organisation established in the USA. These discussion arose from personal experience of conducting prison research and becoming more aware of the significance of corresponding experiences of ‘doing time’ and ‘crime’ for some of us. It is possible that in the UK the expansion of both University criminology courses and prisons over the last twenty years may have generated an otherwise unlikely convergence of experience that we feel is potentially productive but overlooked and underexplored. 
 
Our intentions at this stage are very open as we don’t want to set fixed and rigid agendas for the potential grouping. We don’t know how many people such a group would appeal to so we are asking readers of this [BSC] newsletter to indicate if they are interested or know of others who may be. The group is not intended to be only for those with prison experiences (i.e. ex-convicts in the US vernacular) and we welcome wider support. Disclosure of any such relevant past is a matter of personal discretion that should be respected by all.  We want to avoid privileging or stigmatising particular convictions or time inside.  Having said that, we don’t think it would be appropriate for ex-prisoners to be a minority in the group. We would thus ask people, when contacting us at this stage to declare an absence of convictions by just putting ‘non-con’ after their name. The last thing we want to do is operate as some kind of reverse CRB vetting procedure but doing so will help us to establish the contours of interest in the group. 
 
Early indications from our own networks are that such a group could be viable and productive. It would deepen and enrich criminology’s perspectives on prison and other forms of criminal sanction by introducing some of those views most commonly excluded and hard to elicit.     
 
Possible objectives
 

        Providing support to prisoners and ex-prisoners in establishing themselves as academics in criminology and its cognate disciplines
        Developing critical perspectives on prisons and research with/on prisoners and former prisoners
        Utilising our collective knowledge, experiences and expertise to influence, or at least attempt to influence, policy change through our academic work and connections to advocacy/campaign groups
        Developing strong links with non-statutory sector organisations in the field i.e. penal reform advocacy & campaign groups 
        Developing the membership and profile of the group  through organising seminars, guest lectures and conferences 
        Sharing experiences and developing ideas that draw from the convergence of academic study of prison and experience of it as a prisoner.
 
We will try to acknowledge all contacts and, having consolidated them, organise a meeting to discuss how we might develop and guide the group. 
We look forward to hearing from you and please pass the word around. 
 
Central contact:   bcc4bcc@hotmail.co.uk 
Steering group: 
Rod Earle, The Open University, r.earle@open.ac.uk
Sacha Darke, Westminster University, s.darke@westminster.ac.uk 
 Andy Aresti, Westminster and Birkbeck, a.aresti@bbk.ac.uk
For the US group see: http://www.convictcriminology.org/
