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        Cyprus Conference: Call for Papers (see attachment)
        Organisation of the Streams (see attachment): 
        Eastern European Contacts
        Cultural Studies and the Law
        Petition to Stop Persecution of Marc Ellis [USA]
        Sandra Walklate Talk at Liverpool JMU [UK]
 

Cyprus Conference: Call for Papers (see attachment)
Just in case you missed this in the previous newsletter, please see the attached Call for Papers for the 40th Annual Conference of the European Group for the Study of Deviance and Social Control.
 

Organisation of the Streams (see attachment): 
There are six streams at the conference this year.  If you think that your paper fits into a particular stream and would like further advice or to submit an abstract please contact the stream co-ordinators.  The stream coordinators will be organising a plenary panel and also putting together related papers into streams.  Full details are on page two of the call for papers.
 

We are delighted that this year one of the streams has been specially organised by George Rigakos and Mark Neocleous.  
 
Anti-security Stream (see also attachment)
Security has reached an analytic blockage. The more security seems post-political, post-social, or even post-modern the more it escapes analytic scrutiny. The more security attaches itself to innumerable social relationships the more it becomes the very glue that binds social reality. Social problems become security problems while projects of pacification continue to be legitimized under the rubric of security. To be against security today is to stand against the entire global economic system. If security has become the dominant, perhaps impenetrable concept of our times, then we must start entertaining the impossible. We must begin asking: what would doing anti-security look like?
 
In a recent publication, Anti-Security (Red Quill, 2011), a group of scholars from across the disciplines began to explore the possibilities of a politics against security. We are looking to run some panels at the European Group conference exploring that possibility further.  
Themes for panels could include, but are by no means limited to, making populations ‘productive’; the fabrication of social order; domestic and imperial projects of pacification; police science and political economy; private policing and the commodification of security; warfare in all its guises (class, race, gender).  
mark.neocleous@brunel.ac.uk
george_rigakos@carleton.ca
 
For those who would like to submit an abstract that does not fall directly within the six streams detailed in the call for papers please contact the generic European Group email address and either Joanna or myself will forward this to the Cyprus organisers.
 

Eastern European Contacts
I would be very grateful if any members of the European Group who have contacts in Central / Eastern European Countries (where we currently have no national representatives) could forward on details of the 2012 conference.  Countries where at the moment we have no formal links include Bosnia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Serbia, Hungary, Ukraine, Latvia and Estonia.  It would be wonderful if we could in the near future once again hold a conference in a Central / Eastern European country.   One step in the right direction towards achieving this goal is to establish firmer links with critical thinkers in these countries.  If you think you can help please let me know or get directly in touch with your contacts regarding the group website, mailing list and other internet forums. 
 
Cultural Studies and the Law
Cultural Studies and/of the Law - a special issue of the journal Cultural Studies [co-edited by JaafarAksikas and Sean Johnson Andrews] -  Call for proposals/submissions
 
It has been  a little over ten years since Cultural Studies and legal scholar Rosemary Coombe addressed the question, "Is there a Cultural Studies of Law?" by saying:
 
Although we can discern a large and engrossing body of legal studies that assumes cultural perspectives and considers law as a cultural phenomenon, there is as yet no substantial body of work that can be identified as a cultural studies having law as its subject area of inquiry.  Until scholars attend to the social life of law's textuality and address law's multiplicity and multivocality in creating fields of cultural politics, the cultural studies of law is likely to remain a predominantly formalist and politically irrelevant branch of the humanities (A Companion to Cultural Studies 57).
 
Where are we now?  Has Cultural Studies made any progress on developing a coherent understanding of culture, law, and the state?
In what areas is this work being done and what can the field as a whole learn from this scholarship?
 
The law has a special significance in United States culture where battles over social issues are increasingly fought in courtrooms rather than legislatures or the public sphere.  Fears of gay marriage and sharia law, and controversies over abortion, torture, immigration, illegal rendition and wire tapping, corporate personhood, financial regulation, and an increasingly arcane and locked down system of intellectual property rights all point to areas of United States culture where the legal system is seen as the primary field on which hegemonic struggles should take place.  The role of culture in this is pivotal.  "Judicial activism" is a code word for using the legal system to alter what were assumed to be irrevocable, even natural, forms of social organization, identification, and power.  This is only possible in so far as the law acts as both repressive and ideological apparatus.  On the other hand, legal reform and progressive legislation are seen by most US citizens as the only viable pathway to a more humane, democratic society--if they even imagine such a thing is possible any longer.
 
Yet where does Cultural Studies sit in this and what role does it give to the law? Cultural Policy studies isolate their focus to only those policies they find strictly cultural; Foucauldian influenced studies of the contemporary state largely discuss power and administration in either the mercurial terms of biopower or the bureaucratic discourses and institutions of governmentality, leaving aside most of the actual law making and hegemonic struggle that sits in between. Theories of globalization and Empire give short shrift to the role of the nation-state, but democratic politics and international relations continue to rely on this container as the primary agent of geo-political and geo-economic legislation and enforcement--even if it is in the interest of transnational powers.  Studies informed by Butler, Agamben, Schmitt, Habermas, Laclau and Mouffe abound, but where do their sometimes contradictory insights meet?  What does Cultural Studies say about the relationship and function of the law to culture and society more generally? And what topics and issues is it most productive to explore through this framework?
 
This issue hopes to make the Law explicit in analyses of culture, and vice versa. It hopes to find topical, concrete analyses informed by an interest in exploring this relationship with the primary goal of finding out what Cultural Studies thinks of the law and the state in the second decade of the twenty-first century.  It invites all theoretical perspectives and hopes for a global, generative discussion.
 
Please contact the editors with a proposal of 500 words discussing the approach and object you'd like to consider in this debate; finished articles are also welcome, but might need slight revision in order to address the theme explicitly.
 
Deadline for proposals: December 15, 2011 Deadline for full papers:  June 15, 2012
E-mail questions, comments, proposals or papers with complete contact information to:
Sean Johnson Andrews
Assistant Professor of Cultural Studies
Columbia College Chicago
sean.johnson.andrews@gmail.com<mailto:sean.johnson.andrews@gmail.com>
 
 
Petition to Stop Persecution of Marc Ellis 
Kenn Starr (Clinton Nemesis) and President of Baylor: Stop Persecution Against Prof. Marc Ellis
http://www.change.org/petitions/kenn-starr-clinton-nemesis-and-president-of-baylor-stop-persecution-against-prof-marc-ellis
Please join co-chairs Cornel West and Rosemary Ruether signing this petition.
Kenn Starr former Clinton White House nemesis and President of Baylor University, to dismiss dissident Jewish voice Dr. Marc Ellis.
For more than three decades the prophetic voice of Marc Ellis has influenced generations of academics and activists. His dissident voice in the realm of contemporary Jewish identity and his theology of solidarity with Palestinians has been encouraged by numerous scholar-activists including Noam Chomsky, Edward Said, Desmond Tutu and the two of us, Rosemary Ruether and Cornel West.
Unfortunately this voice is now being silenced at Baylor University where Marc has served with distinction for almost fifteen years as University Professor and Director of the Center for Jewish Studies. With the approval of Kenneth Starr, President of Baylor University, Marc Ellis is under internal investigation in what looks more and more like a persecution to silence a Jewish voice of dissent. In short, Baylor is re-writing its rules to dismiss Marc Ellis from the faculty.
We, the undersigned, request President Starr to honor Dr. Ellis' academic freedom and stop all hostility toward him, including any attempt at dismissal. Join us signing this petition.
Cornel West and Rosemary Radford Ruether (co-chairs of the committee)
 
Sandra Walklate Talk at Liverpool JMU
Who is the Victim of Crime? Blame, Innocence and Responsibility
Prof. Sandra Walklate　
5pm – 7pm Wednesday 14th December 2011 
Venue: 68 Hope Street, L1 9BZ 
Attendance is free, no registration required 
In 1972 Richard Quinney’s article entitled ‘Who is the Victim?’ asked some profound questions about the capacity of criminology/victimology to think differently about the nature and extent of (criminal) victimisation. In essence the questions raised by Quinney not only centred the importance of appreciating the ways in which victims were socially constructed but also raised significant questions about the relationship between these social constructions and morality. More recently Alvarez (2010) has made a strong case for a criminological contribution to understanding the collective violence of genocide but in doing so there is little reference to victimology though Alvarez does note that the process of assigning the victim a ‘master status’ is crucial in providing the ideological support for genocidal behaviour (Alvarez 2010: 32). Whilst there is much to be admired, and indeed agreed with in his analysis, the absence of the victimological voice is remarkable if not unsurprising. The goal of this paper is to show how key victimological concepts can be applied to war more generally and perhaps genocide in particular and in so doing offers some reflections on the relative absence of victimological voice around these issues. 
