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Are we not women too?

There are a number of Back women who have died in the process of being deported in European countries to their countries. I argue that black women are treated by the authorities in a different way compared to European women.  Racism and cultural misunderstanding contribute to this treatment. My paper will look in detail at some of these cases.
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A survey on female police officers in Nigeria: An overview of findings in a state police command

Police services in Nigeria is an important security outfit like many other police services across the world, that are mandated to provide internal security, fight crime and disorder in the country. Historically, career in police services like any other profession in Nigeria requires a political manoeuvring and countless battles especially on women entry into the police services before these were overcome in the area of strength and agility test. The population of the police in Nigeria is estimated to be 288,200 (August 2006) while the police command of Ilorin in Kwara state was estimated to be 5,712 (August 2006). Quite frequently the police services in Nigeria has often received negative criticism by the press and the general public as regard the institutions being bedevilled with social vices such as graft, corruption, indiscipline (Ehindero, 2006, Nwozor, 2005 and Okunsanya, 2006).) The aim of the present study is to examine the issues of motivation for female police officers, their experiences as well as the attitude of these officers to the low level of female representation in the police command in the country. A total of 35 female police officers, age in the range of 27 – 39 that have been the police services from five to more years volunteered for a semi-structured interview for the research study. The interviewed questions centred on their perception of working conditions, the reasons for their enlisting and choosing a career in the police as well as the circumstances leading to their making such choices, finally, how they perceive their treatment in the police when compared to their male counterparts. The participants reported a variety of information concerning their motivational factors for joining the police, perception of being female police officers including their careers in law enforcement and how they perceived to be treated at work when compared to their male counterparts
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Drivers of political and market ‘realism’ among the penal voluntary sector in England and Wales.

Over the last twenty years, governments across Europe and elsewhere have sought to integrate the human and capital resources of corporate and voluntary organisations in the provision of welfare services.  Whereas charitable and philanthropic activity has been historically most marked in health, education and social care, often prefiguring state provision in these fields, there has been a more recent trend towards integrating non-state agents into policy areas which have hitherto operated primarily as the lawfully accountable monopolies of state, notably in the administration of law, policing and in crime and disorder control.    This paper discusses some ideological and political consequences of bestowing preferred status on the community and voluntary sector in Britain both for legitimising an enlarged penal service network and reconfiguring state-voluntary relations in ways which are likely to reconstitute the sector as market-oriented, generic service providers, amenable to fiscal and regulatory discipline, and distanced from their social and critical contexts. 

BettinaCummerow bettina.cummerow@o2online.de
When it Comes to the Crunch: Public Prosecution of Domestic Violence. Results from the empirical Analysis of Criminal Proceedings of Domestic Violence. 

I will give a brief report about the results of my analysis of the criminal proceedings and its relevant factors in the public prosecution decisions in cases of domestic violence, exemplified with the Co-operation- and Intervention-Network of Kiel (KIK), Germany. Confronted with proceedings in cases of common criminal assault, the empirical data shows selectivity rates two and four times lower, and offenders of domestic violence have been charged and prosecuted consequently. In the legal practise, it is severe punishment for offenders with multiple violent criminal record, co-operative offenders anticipate mediation and social behaviour courses, inter-linked with imposition of fines as a criminal sanction and a sum of money payable by reason of a civil law agreement. 

Nevertheless women’s rights organisations and their motivational network partners in Germany claim a more restrictive practise of criminal prosecution of domestic violence, regardless of the good success of the law against domestic violence. It combines criminal sanction by penal law with punitive fine by civil law. Evaluation shows that the legal frameworks and crimino-political intervention strategies in Germany exemplifies best practise in victim prevention, intervention and threat assessment in cases of domestic violence.
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Social control in Nigeria: Police and public contact in a rural setting

In traditional African countries the system of social control has revolved around the oldest man or clan head (Odionwere) in most villages. During the colonial era, when the modern Nigerian police were been developed in 1816, there was total neglect of the feudal mode of customary social protection in the country. Instead, all the coloniser’s efforts were on protection the economic interest of their peers. However, since independence in late 1960, Nigeria has witnessed an economic boom in terms of development which has resulted in urban growth thereby placing strain on the adherence to the form of traditional norms of social control in the country, in the changed mode of modern day policing institution which is based on the rule of law. The present study draw on the official data and a field interviews with 25 serving police officers from rural areas in Edo state, of their experiences, perception of their duties and how they see their working environment. The present paper seeks to understand and examine some of the constraint still being encountered by the police in a rural area of the state in Nigeria.  In general the officers claim to function quite effectively and to be satisfied with their work.
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Immigrants perception of co-operation and support in police interaction an empirical assessment in Finland
Every year, thousands of immigrants migrate from different parts of the globe to one of the northernmost parts of Europe (Finland) either to study or to start a new life. These new immigrants are expected on their part to become familiar with the Finnish way of life, including law enforcement. However, it is against this background that many immigrant groups are becoming increasingly frustrated by their being easy targets for police stop and search operations. The aim of the present study is to provide an overview of the impact of race in policing and the contention that racial discrimination is not a feature of criminal justice system in the country. This is also an attempt to examine the attitude of immigrants toward the police by seeking to place the patterns of immigrants’ interaction with the police into context, using their experiences as the basis of the analysis. The study also evaluates the impact of “ethnicity” and immigrants’ police experiences as the police carry out their mandate of protection every citizen in the society. In addition, the present study also provides an analysis of police and immigrants encounter in order to show that racial controversy is not new in police work, nor is it a recent phenomenon across the many police institutions around the world.
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State Control in Times of the ‘War on Terror’: The case of the Asylgerichtshof (asylum court) in Austria

In July 2008 Austria establishes a new court to handle asylum cases, which hitherto were dealt with at the Federal Administrative High Court (VwGH). The official rationale for the new asylum court is to secure a timely proceeding of pending cases. The Asylgerichtshof reduces the legal options of the defendants, since they no longer can appeal to the Federal Administrative High Court. Critical observers see this new legal setting as a means to increase the number of deportations by cutting back on the legal rights of individuals seeking asylum in Austria. The new Asylum Court can be seen as a new technique of state control which not only produces specific social inclusions and exclusions, but also changes the role of law in the political process. The paper argues that the establishment of the asylum court is an effect of a nexus of migration and security policies in times of the ‘War on Terror’ (vgl. Bigo 1996). While members of so called ‚risk groups’ are increasingly incarcerated, when they have the status of a citizen, ‘foreigners’ which are seen as not utilisable or too risky, are simply deported. Indeed, the politics of deportation have been a legitimate strategy for many years now in Austria and other European countries. But if we consider the refugee as an „extreme pole in the continuum of a general security discourse “ (Krasmann 2007, 77), s/he can be treated as a source of danger or imported conflicts, legitimating extraordinary, new interventions. Against this background, the introduction of the Asylgerichtshof in Austria as part of contemporary migration policies reveals a specific form of marginalisation of refugees: their disfranchisement. Deportation without access to a fair and equal trial goes along with the practice to incapacitate unconvicted refugees in detention camps (e.g. in the Traiskirchen-camp in Austria). The asylum seekers’ position inside a democratic state is politically (and to some extent also legally) defined against the background of abstract dangers such as terrorism. Within this securitised discourse (Buzan/Weaver/Wilde 1998), the asylum seeker resembles Agambens (2002) figure homo sacer. Refugees are connected to the law only through their exclusion from it. A new program of state control has emerged, which destroys the separation of powers and as such, refers to a specific transformation of statehood and a change of the functions of law. The law hollows out itself by regulating state actions in terms of police (Foucault). Austria is likely to play the role of a forerunner in Europe, increasing restriction of migration policies. Since 2003 its restrictive migration policies not only fulfilled most of the European guidelines, but went beyond. Against this background, the changes described above are relevant also in a European context. In a broader social and historical context this type of migration policies can be understood as a highly problematic reaction to the effects of social mobility. Contemporary European societies have to find a way to regulate the influx of migrants, but this cannot be achieved by destroying the fundamental rights of due process and cutting back on legal rights for a certain group of individuals. 
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Traversing sites of confinement: post-prison survival in Sierra Leone

In February 2006 a group of over 50 former fighters were released from Freetown’s central prison after over 6 years incarceration. Arrested during the 10 year civil war their release came 4 years after the war was declared over. This paper traces the ways they handled the move from one form of confinement to another and identifies fear, paranoia and vulnerability as key features of post-prison experience. The paper shows how everyday life for former combatant, former prisoners (constituted as historic events are enfolded into local happenings (Das) and populated by subjects exercising their existence (Mbembe)) is fashioned according to contingent, unpredictable features of the post war, post prison landscape as these are encountered and mediated through a view of the world developed prior to and through particular histories of violent conflict, imprisonment and ongoing feelings of dislocation and ontological insecurity. The paper contributes to the broadening out of studies of imprisonment effects, focusing on experiences of re-entry whilst highlighting the importance of pre-prison experience. Based on data from a quite different context (post-conflict Sierra Leone, West Africa) and of a different form (ethnographic rather than interview/survey) the paper lends support to the perspective advocated by Jamieson and Grounds, that a new paradigm is necessary for thinking about the effects of imprisonment.
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Prison security in Finnish prisons

This study evaluated Finnsh prisons security measures in the summer 2007. Evaluation based on 33 thematic interviews of prison officers and inmates. The interviews were conducted in 21 different prison all around Finland and they were done in the summer 2007. In the interviews person were asked to discuss their views, ideas and practices of their prison security manners. The results of the interviews shows many good, and also bad practices in the prison security in different prisons. The affects of different thecnical solutions and arcitechture of the prisons built in the different times was also obvious.This study is beginning of new strategic planning of prisons security matters in Finland. The new phase of the study is that also the whole criminal sanctions agency will be evaluated and taken into security planning. 
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Immigration and citizenship: participation and self-organisation of immigrants in Veneto
This research started from an interest towards the changes which are regarding western democracies, in particular the crisis of national configuration of citizenship, consequent, above all, to globalisation processes and to increasing migrations which are increasingly concerning European countries. Immigrants, at the same time victims, actors and “revealers” (due to the “mirror function” of immigration) of these changes, definitely constitute a privileged observatory to study them. In a contemporary debate on “citizenship and immigration”, in particular, two suggestions reoccur: the importance to take into consideration immigrants’ point of view, and the necessity to restart from a conception of citizenship as a daily practice, which, above all, express itself at the local level. So, I developed a research which investigates immigrants’ “demands for citizenship”, which means how immigrants perceive themselves as citizens, how they bring into action their interests in local society, what they ask, how they interact with indigenous interlocutors, and how the local policies influence immigrants’ mobilisation. The aim of this research was:

· to acquire new suggestions regarding citizenship’s national configuration crisis, analysing if and how it appears in immigrants’ participation to the host society and analysing host society’s capacity of managing the complexity due to the presence of these “new citizens”;

· to verify if immigrants are factor of “citizenship enlargement” through their (individual or collective) mobilisation. 

To analyse this object, I set up a model, partly using some contribution coming from sociology of action, sociology of collective movements, anthropology and ethnic studies. This model, in short, argues  the importance to adopt a relational approach, and to use an instrument that analyses ethnic mobilisation which, after studying the “macro” context, takes into consideration what happens in the political organizational sphere and in the infra-political sphere. 

This model can be summarise as the following:








So, the research is composed by the following parts:

1 - Analysis of supranational, national and regional context;

2 - Analysis of what happens at provincial and/or communal level, through the reconstruction of an ethnographic map of the key-actors, both Italians and immigrants, of what we defined immigration local field (readapting a famous Bourdieu’s concept). The Italians I took into consideration generally work for immigration assistance centres or in the immigration sector of labour unions, in local government, in the third sector. I analysed what they do for immigrants, particularly regarding participation and representation issues. The immigrants I took into consideration are those who I named visible immigrants: people who have won the race for access into the public sphere and who often participate to the indigenous organisations set up to represent immigrants’ interests. I analysed their self-organisation, their participation to Italian organisations and their opinion regarding participation and citizenship;
3 - I thoroughly examined infra-political dynamics, transnational ties and cultural background of two national groups (Bangladeshi and Senegali), showing that these elements are fundamental to understand also the dynamics which occur in the political organizational sphere. 

4 - At the same time I maintained constant attention to individual characteristics and strategies, because of a theoretical perspective which considers the relation with their culture as something unique and mutable.  
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Migrants and spaces

In the Paper that I will present I will talk about migration practices and their link with the notion of territory and space. In particular way, I will focus on a piece of research I’ve just started about the new road of migrants becoming from Algeria and arriving in Sardinia (Italy). In fact, from more or less 2 years, the southwest side of this Italian isle is representing an alternative way and opportunity for those people that want to leave their own Territory and to follow a migratory project, to arrive in Europe or maybe just to escape from their home.

So, it would seem that even if Spanish and others Italian (as that Sicilian) spaces are always more closed and controls increase, migrants don’t give up their self-determination and they look for other solutions. The arrivals in Sardinia would seem to mean this.

Andrea Molteni
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The penal management of inequalities: a research into punishment implementation in Milan prisons

It is a shared remark that inmates are characterized by strong social, cultural and financial deficiencies. Indeed, the connection between prisons and indigence and between social and penal policies, is not a new one, but dates back to the very origins of modern penal institutions, a tool aimed both at repressing crime and at handling urban indigence. Furthermore, various authors have reported a strong connection between the fiscal and cultural crisis affecting the western democracies’ public welfare systems and the fast expansion in the punishment systems of these countries over the last twenty years. Their researches into the social and personal data features of convicted population have disclosed the existence of punishment selection systems leading to a more frequent and intense

resort to detention with respect to social groups playing a marginal role in the labour market and in the framework of society. However, these surveys often have a supranational horizon and mostly make use of data produced by governmental agencies or by the penitentiary managements themselves. Also in Italy the social make-up of the convicted population is almost exclusively gathered from the statistics produced by the penitentiary management. However, these statistics hinge on the requirements of prisons’ bureaucracy and contain very limited data about the job, family, financial and social situation of inmates. In order to establish who the inmates are, and which features they share, a research has been carried out into the social composition of the population convicted in the Milan penal institutions1. The survey was conducted in 2006, shortly before the Italian pardon law, through the administration of a structured questionnaire, which was distributed to the whole population convicted in the three Milan prisons. The questions chiefly related to what the social, family, working and housing situation preceding the convict’s entrance in prison was, how this situation had chanced as a result of detention and, lastly, what the expectations were in connection with the situation to be faced upon release from prison. 1,306 valid filled-in questionnaires were gathered, and these represent approximately one third of the Milan’s inmate population at the time of the survey. The broad base of empirical data gathered made it possible to compare the Milan prison situation to the national and regional ones, as detected from the data produced by the penitentiary management itself, and to the data available on local labour markets, migratory processes and indigence phenomena, with the purpose of identifying the existence of significant penal selection processes. The chief results emerging from the survey show that the convicted population is to a great extent made up by people, most of them young and males, who also before detention displayed indigence and strong social and working vulnerability profiles. In the rich Milan context, the people in jail are chiefly those who are prevented from benefiting from “social proprieties” which are the only ones that can grant access to social assets, in a context displaying a progressive and growing individuali-sation and contractual nature of welfare services. Indeed, the features of the Milan’s inmates are in many ways similar to those of people applying for help from the town’s social services, whether public or private. The filled-in questionnaires also displays a vicious cycle of social and work instability, as a result of which the detention punishment makes the social and financial situation worse, and ends up reproducing a population viewed as threatening, feeding the re-emerging record of dangerous classes. Accordingly, the underlying question of the paper relates to the existing bond between the development trend in punishment systems and the transformations that have taken place in the structure of the chief social relations within contemporary western democracies. As a matter of fact we are looking for the connection between the disappearance of protection mechanisms within social policies and the arise of prevention apparatus in social and punishment control and are trying to establish the impact produced by the set of institutions, dispositives and knowings which Foucault labels “governamentality”, which operate both in the punishment and in the social system. Starting from the data gathered through the inquiry conducted in Milan the paper is aimed to outline some hypotheses on the classificatory mechanisms and the “dispositives of truth” that govern the “making and moulding” of these populations described as dangerous and subject to penal control.
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This paper aims to analyse the guidelines of the recent legislation in Italy concerning security and public order. The trend of continuity between the preceding centre-left government and the  contemporary centre-right one rises the question of the crucial role played by the rhetoric about law and order and the social construction of public enemies in the attempt to gain the public opinion support. The distance between this strategy and the real reasons of insecurity in the public experience and way of life is considered as a central aspect for questioning the possible success and the real perspectives of this kind of policy . A range of questions will be raised in order to interpret  the cultural and social roots of this phenomenon and the possibilities of contrasting and reversing  this authoritarian trend. The situation of the Italian prison system as a consequence of choices is analysed in the second part of this paper in the frame of the prisons situation today in Europe.
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War on terror and erosion of civil liberties
Contemporary situation on the fight against Terror both globally and in the regional scenario is rather shocking in respect of the menace to human rights and fundamental freedoms achieved by mankind in a long struggle, in disguise of a Big Brother characteristic of a totalitarian State, promoting the appearance of Willing Executioners, whereas the State seals off its actions and assumes control of both citizens (Re. Hamdi Supreme Court) and denizens, or foreigners (with the denial of fundamental rights) to face a wary reality called terror aggression in which it is  However, a question must be posed: to whom oversees the watchdogs, (for instance where neutral actions are constitutive of Acts of conspiracy) on lack of an effective judicial control of the State ), regardless of the criminal intent, or international fore the former tends to act in absolute immunity and impunity, therefore judicial and parliamentary activism should track carefully on the innovative steps of States ( i.e Military commissions functioning as Exception Tribunals lacking independency to decide on the Competence of the Competence) or groups of States in the Fight against Terror to avert destruction of civil liberties contained both in Constitutional and International texts complying to a full respect. Therefore, the use of violence not attending to proportionality of means is constitutive of State terrorism although not codified as a crime per se it is condemned under different Statutes. 
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Police Violence and the War Frame

After almost twenty years -and not only after 11 / 9/2001- there has been a continued increase of violence practiced by officials of public and private police, but also by some actors holding roles of power in different segments of society in the so-called democratic and in all others countries. To understand this phenomenon, first seems appropriate to analyze the political frame that has developed from the years 1970. This frame can be defined as “permanent war” and also the “continuum of wars”: in fact, the term war is adopted against the '”rogue” states, against terrorisms, against the mafias and organized crime, but also against the illegal migrations and against the so-called urban insecurity. The first characteristic of that frame is the reduction or the abolition of the opportunities and practices of peaceful negotiation (such as diplomacy) favourising the violent management of conflicts, disorder or social problems (see also J. Simon). This characteristic correspond to the increase of the asymmetry of power and wealth between strong players and others, in almost all fields of the political organisation of society, at local, national and global levels. The process of development of this frame was triggered as a result of the interlacement between revolution in military affairs (RMA) and also in the police affairs, the financial revolution and the technological revolution, interweaving that can be summarized in the so-called neo-liberal/neo- conservative revolution (with the corollaries of maximizing profits or "immediate prosperity" of strong actors and the reduction if not the elimination of costs of the policy unless for privatisation profitable and then through the erosion of guarantees and universalistic rights). In particular, this context produces the hybridization between military and police practices and the overthrow of the famous paradigm clausewitzian already revealed by Foucault: repression and war while confusing the peaceful negotiation remains an option rather secondary especially at a juncture which favours the asymmetry of power. This also explains the proliferation and banalization of the facts of corruption, abuse by agents of the police as of incidences of torture by the military (from Bolzaneto at Guantanamo and Abu Graib). In this frame are also the violence of small groups of zealous citizens or the 'militants of zero tolerance "(the" noisy minority ") sometimes covered by agents of police (public and private, local and national) who share the same "civilian" spirit (of countries and dominant actors) and take advantage of the support of the mediatic play (for example the 'sondagism'). The exasperation of fear and insecurity (due mainly to the Unsichereit) encourage the logic of war at all levels and in all fields (corporate managers are trained as' warriors'), then the securitarianism that not only ensures business to the actors but also more strong asymmetry of power because it implies the erosion of democratic rule of law.

Gabriella Petti
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Practices of exclusion in international terrorism trials 

The debate about the nature of global terrorism is characterised by great confusion, in spite of several international conventions that have sought to identify a common definition on this matter. The discussion within the United Nations is still open: the criteria of governments diverge with regards to the need to distinguish between terrorist acts and those committed by freedom fighters. The overlapping between terrorist and enemy is one of the most recent consequences of the transformations that war has undergone over the last fifteen years. Indeed, the war against global terrorism, has made the absence of a clear borderline between wartime and peacetime explicit – doing away with the distinction between “police and military”, between “enemy and criminal” and reducing war to a mere policing operation against “rogue states”. If, as has been argued, war is a social fact, its transformations tend to reflect on the set-up of society and on the forms of associative life and, hence, also of the institutions that are called upon to shape and interpret the norms laid down for the protection of the general public. The aim of this talk, is the activity of the institutions responsible for interpreting the norms: the courts. Nonetheless, by way of introduction, it is necessary to briefly describe the strategies adopted within national states against global terrorism. (Finally I’d suggest a short speech on Juvenile Justice and foreing minors.)
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Minding their business? The criminalisation of ultras and Italian football

Italian  ultras, or organised football supporters, have been part of football context for the last 30 years. Despite their involvement in episode of violence and their progressive shift to the right side of political spectrum, they represent an independent subculture, with its own symbols, structures and meanings. Moreover, their violence attitude and increasingly neo-fascist transformation cannot be parted either form the Italian society or from the domain of Italian football. Why do they focus on them? This paper will show, by referring to such authors as Stanley Cohen and Ian Taylor, how the anti-ultras wave of Italian society, which ranges from public opinion stigmatisation to the enforcement of repressive measure, aims at making room for a more commercialised football, as well as at increasing the repressive frame regulating Italian society.     
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Inside-Out: Prisoners’ Voices, Knowledge as Resistance

Regulating Citizenship is a semester-long course run by Professor Kristin Bumiller in Hampshire County Jail and House of Corrections, Massachusetts. It is attended my 12 ‘inside’ students, most without any higher grade education, and 12 Amherst College undergraduates. The course focuses on:

… a fundamental issue that faces all democratic societies: how do we decide when and whether to include or exclude individuals from the rights and privileges of citizenship? In the context of immigration policy, this is an issue of state power to control boundaries and preserve national identity. The state also exercises penal power that justifies segregating and/or denying privileges to individuals faced with criminal sanctions. Citizenship is regulated not only through the direct exercise of force by the state, but also by educational systems, social norms, and private organizations. Exclusion is also the result of poverty, disability, and discrimination based on gender, race, age, and ethnic identity. This course will describe and examine the many forms of exclusion and inclusion that occur in contemporary democracies and raise questions about the purpose and justice of these processes. We will also explore models of social change that would promote more inclusive societies. 

Sessions include totalitarianism, exclusion, regulation, disobedience, poverty and war with readings from Kafka, Coetzee, Arendt, Bauman, Foucault, Thoreau et al. Over the last three years I have presented the session on imprisonment. In this workshop I reflect on the importance of prison writings and draw on the work of inside and outside students to explore the significance and contribution of the Inside-Out programme to self-esteem and as a form of resistance to the institutionalized silencing of prisoners’ voices.

Phil Scraton
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The Violence and Violations of Incarceration

The images of prisoner degradation and humiliation from Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib ignited international debate and brought widespread condemnation of the use of torture and inhuman and degrading treatment by advanced democratic states. While torture and degradation are endemic in prisons and military detention throughout the world, the expectation was that the USA, the UK and their allies would place themselves within the boundaries of international treaties and conventions. The immediate and consistent response by the US and UK Administrations was that unprecedented circumstances required exceptional responses: holding prisoners without trial; rejection of the Geneva Conventions; use of torture during interrogation; rendition. Photographs of ritual degradation were explained as the by-product of individual or small-group pathology generated by hostile environments. Alternatively this talk considers institutionalised violence as logical and inevitable extensions of penal policies and practices, up to and including state executions, prevalent in prisons, secure psychiatric facilities and other places of detention within those advanced democratic states.

Based on the recently published edited collection, The Violence of Incareration, it proposes that physical and emotional violence are central elements in the incarceration of men, women and children in advanced democratic societies. As prison populations and those held in secure accommodation have expanded well beyond official projections, carceral institutions have produced ever-harsher regimes of containment. It explores the dynamics of interpersonal violence, institutionalised abuses and incarceration. It considers regimes of imprisonment and detention within the determining contexts of class, ‘race’, gender, sexuality and age focusing particularly on the dynamics of power, authority and legitimacy; exploring the relationship between the formal (institutionalised) and informal (interpersonal) applications of force; theorising custodial violence as a continuum. This connects routine, punitive responses that undermine prisoners’ self-esteem and exacerbate mental ill-health to the directly brutal and brutalising manifestations of formal and informal punishments. Finally, it reflects on the ‘culture of impunity’ that enables harsh regimes to persist and institutionalised human rights violations to be rationalised.

Ragnhild Sollund
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Au pairs in Norway: Cultural exchange or exploitation of labour migrants?

This paper is based on ongoing research. I have interviewed 20 Filipina au pairs, ten East European au pairs, a woman in an au pair agency as well as ten families employing au pairs. The two au pair groups form a basis for comparison. The background for the project was a steady increase in the number of Filipina au pairs coming to Norway. The hypothesis was that these women, rather than being interested in cultural exchange in Norway – the pretext for the au pair arrangement –  were in fact labour migrants who come to  Norway in order to improve their life situation. The fact that private households are outside the regular labour market leaves them vulnerable to exploitation. Previous research has shown that Filipina emigration represents a care as well as a brain drain (Hochschild 2005, Parreñas 2001) in which highly educated women leave their jobs and families behind in order to take care work abroad, often working as live-in domestics, or as in Norway, as au pairs. In the paper the issues of exploitation and care and brain drain are explored.  

Giovanni Torrente
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Activities of (non) Government and moral panic: the case of collective pardon

The collective pardon, approved by the Italian Parliament with the law 241/2006, had been one of the most criticized laws of Prodi’s Government. It is common opinion that liberating a high number of prisoners caused an increase in crimes committed by the “indultati” recidivists. In this paper I would present some data on recidivism referring to these group of beneficiaries. Outcomes seems to contradict common opinion. Comparing with a few Italian researches in reference to this issue, recidivism on liberated subjects does not pass ordinary levels usually analysed. These results would rather confirm better efficiency of alternative measures against a recidivist tendency rather than prison. Then, alternative measures would belie common sense stereotypes that assign to irregular foreign citizens who commit a crime into our country a high level of recidivism. Outcomes suggest how common critics against collective pardon represent a case of social construction of fear. Certain moral entrepreneurs, following their own different and sometimes opposite purposes, contributed to this effect, and progressively moved common opinion away from the real meaning of the law. Then, the real concerns after that moral panic are the changing position of the same government that previously supported collective pardon. In fact, moral panic paralysed the legislative activity in the judicial field – particularly in the penitentiary field – and made the approval of the structural reforms, coming after the approval of collective pardon, not longer possible.       

Gemma Ubasart i Gonzàlez 
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Deprivation of Freedom and Torture. A Case Study: The Spanish State 
In 2004 Theo van Boven, as Special Reporter of the United Nations, alerted that torture and ill treatment were more than sporadic practices within the Spanish State.  Numerous studies carried out by human rights organisations and international institutions endorse this affirmation.  This paper attempts to analyse the elements that facilitate the existence of cases of torture and ill treatment (structural as well as dynamic) whilst proposing ideas about how to orientate political action to eradicate these types of practices. Emanating from within the discipline public policy this paper will approach the deprivation of freedom focusing the analysis on the most extreme practices of the violation of human rights that are produced in these spaces.  
Alexia Venouil
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Building Prisons in France: Towards a New Iron Cage?A study of the “13200 Programme”

In France,  ministers of Justice belonging to both of the majorities which have been in office in the past 30 years have decided to build new prison spaces, therefore enlarging the carceral institution design capacity. Various construction schemes have been implemented, leading to the simultaneous erection of several prisons. However, such policies have failed to solve the ongoing problem of overcrowded prisons, as pointed out by a number of reports issued by the European Council. What is the purpose of the building activity, if it does not solve the overcrowding issue? Why do decision-makers hold to such policy views then? In light of the latest French building scheme, the “13200 Programme” (launched in 2002, it is currently being delivered), we will contend that this policy enables the ministry to sort out a number of issues, not only that of prison overcrowding. The reason for this is that an additional 13 200 prison spaces could not be sufficient to cover the shortage. However, this new building scheme provided the new governement majority (right-wing) with an opportunity to make drastic changes to the French prison system in the 21st century. The characteristics of the facilities designed by the Secretary of State in 2002 highlight new conceptions of the prison system. It reflects its choice for a certain type of capacity (600-space facilities), while discarding some options (new systems of surveillance) previously made public (see the Chauvet report, 2001), for it relies upon new practices and forms of authority within a carceral institution. Those 600-space facilities are multi-level security, therefore introducing enough organisational flexibility to enforce short sentences, as announced by the government. It does not mean, though, that it has renounced to further securization of the institution. Indeed, among the 30 prisons schemed on the programme, only 2 are maximum-level security. However, since February 2003, the Ministry of Justice has settled a new force: the ERIS (Regional Teams For Security Interventions). Not only does it allow the penitentiary administration to increase its overall security level, since that new security force is designed and staffed so as to intervene in any of its 9 districts, but also to deal with the risk of escape.This paper would also raise the issue of a new kind of facility designed to incarcerate young criminals, therefore enabling the institution to deal with youth crime in a unprecedented way: by locking them up in specially-designed facilities. We will hence ask why such a mass scheme was needed. Changes introduced by the 13200 programme will then be a point of focus. How does it differ from the previous ones? What are the changes that were to be considered? Specific attention will be brought upon the “new concepts”, which consist of 2000 spaces for short-term sentences, in addition to the 420 spaces for young people, and the 10 800 classical detention spaces for adult offenders. The methodology used for that purpose is based upon the analysis of the Ministry of Justice’s archives concerning the latest prison scheme, which got released in 2002. Specific focus will be be brought on the documents from the AMOTMJ, the Ministry’s main constructing agent, which got replaced in March 2008, by the APIJ. Interviews conducted with designers of the programme and former members of the Secretary of State will also be used. We will study the reasons explaining the need for this new prison scheme. There is a number of reasons leading to the need of extra prison spaces. Those new carceral opportunities also gave way to the introduction in the legislation of mandatory sentences for recidivists in August 2007. The construction scheme was adopted by Parliament at a time when the governement, which had just been elected after a harsh electoral campaign focused on the crime and insecurity issues. As announced by the Prime minister in his inaugurating speech before Parliament, citizens’safety is to be taken serously. It gave way to the release of the 9th of september 2002 law. The latter, named after the Minsiter of Justice Dominique Perben, introduces in French legislation, is meant to improve the prison system. Completed by the Perben II law, this legislation announces the need for further incarceration. The 11th of November 2002 law, which features the announcement of the construction scheme, is a somewhat natural follower of the first Perben law. Second, the construction scheme also aims at meeting some of the administration’s needs. With a design capacity of 600, those facilities have two separate detention areas: one for pre-trial detention and short sentences, and one for longer ones. Unlike previous schemes, the choice is made to deal with larger capacities, so as to save up on investement costs. Thirdly, the construction scheme may also be an opportunity for actors at the local level to gain benefits for the areas they are in charge of. Interviews conducted with local officials have unveiled the expected benefits from the settlement of a new prison in terms of urban developement. Since prison building is indeed no longer a mere burden to taxpayers ( through the delegation of some competences to private actors), the 13200 Programme (which takes a step further with a managerial innovation and neo-liberal device, the PPP) bring the question of whether French officials chose to give way to the new iron cage, allowing to incarcerate a great number of individuals at eh lowest possible cost.
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Living in the world of the domestic violence perpetrator: Negotiating the unreality of coercive control.

This paper is concerned with the way in which survivors of domestic violence negotiate the unreality of the world of the domestic violence perpetrator in order to survive, and the impact this has on their psychological well-being.  Utilising the recent debates about coercive control and a re-framing of domestic violence as a liberty crime, this paper examines women’s own accounts of negotiating coercion and control. This paper presents data collected from oral history narrative interviews with women who had experienced domestic violence, as well as incidents of abuse recounted to the author whilst volunteering on a national domestic violence helpline in England, and reanalyses those accounts in light of Evan Stark’s theory of coercive control. This paper concludes that it is the challenge to a victims notion of self, a crime which is difficult if not impossible to prove within a criminal justice context, and problematic when considered within the psychiatrists’ realm, that marks domestic violence and abuse as a gendered crime against liberty and freedom.  
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