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Economic and Political Changes in Poland and their Impact on Narcotic Criminality
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                                 The University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn

Drug-taking is one of the greatest calamities of our times. It causes that a substantial part of our society is not able to fulfill its social functions; it is also the threat for future generations.  

From a social point of view, drug abuse results in individual tragedies in their living context. Worth noting is that drug addiction is a problem for a human being not only when he or she is drug-dependent.  In Poland where having any dose of drug is prohibited, any person (sane, aged 17 individual) who starts down the road for abuse by reaching for narcotics, pain-killers or sedatives, violates the rules of penal law and becomes a criminal. Who is the person injured by an offence?  It is just the said person.  

So, if the offence, perpetrator and the injured refer to the same person, then one should ask a question who is responsible for such an act?  The individual committing the offence should not be released from his/ her responsibility but if at the same time he/ she plays the role of the injured, one should consider how far it is the state which - by means of legal regulations or its policy - is conducive to or affects commission of crimes, in particular the said narcotic offences instead of protecting basic civic freedoms (including safety of each individual) through the operation of the state authorities.

In my opinion it is essential to know how it happens that the state creates crime generating situations or otherwise, it does not prevent such the situations at all.

Special treatment should be given to the problem of committing the crimes by drug dependents.  Dependence is basically a personal matter.  As a rule it refers to man’s trouble to stand up hardships going on around him, wrestle with the temptations to replace cruel realities by artefact  generated by narcotic trauma and suffer indulgence in the said temptation.

Nobody is a lonely island, yet. There are people who are able to satisfy the needs of a person eager to take a drug as well as those who would follow the drug-dependent. All the afore-named actions can be found both in a legal and social context.    

What causality is between the changes of the system of government and a situation of a human being menaced by an offence. What causality is between political or economic decisions and the structure of narcotic delinquency?  

It is no doubt that delinquency should not be reduced to one or two causes only. Criminal acts are resultant of a big number of alternatively converging determinants. Their nature and combination may distinguish one individual from another.  That is why the perpetrators do not form a homogenous class of individuals on the basis whereof one could deduce generality of casual links.

However some factors are deemed to have substantial relationship with criminality. One of them are macro-social processes including transformation of the system of government.

Post-1989 Changes of the Regime in Poland
          1989 was significant in the history of Poland when the extension of social and political crises as well as the scale or erosion affecting the political system caused that in the presence of those phenomena the concept for holding “roundtable talks” was born.   

The said year was climax of evolutionary changes that took place in Poland. As it turned out, the post-1944 system of government of Poland did not meet the expectations of vast groups of Polish society. It was evidenced by numerous protests covering the whole sphere of social life, including the conflicts underlying the state policy and economy. Moral and ideological unity which resulted from the articles of the Constitution of 1952 establishing democracy with a guiding role of the Polish United Workers’ Party, was but a fiction. 
 
In order to understand the scale of changes concerning the system of government which took place in Poland following the year 1989, one should take into consideration the essential guidelines of the People’s Republic of Poland government system on which a legal structure of the state as well as its administrative machinery was based.  The fundamental guideline was the principle of democracy resulting from Article 1 of the Constitution according to which the state authority belonged to the working classes from towns and villages.  The principle of workers’ and country-folk’ alliance as well as a dominant role of working classes was closely related to said basic guideline which resulted in a leading role of a communist party (a guiding force of the society in building socialistic regime).   As regards a form of exercising the state authority, it was based on a principle of cooperation between the state authorities and administration with working classes.  This in fact reasonable rule was but not executed in any period of  binding force of the Constitution.  Basically, the escape of the state machinery from social control could be observed.
  

Worth noting is that a dominant role of the communist party was evidenced in the formation of social policy according to which only the party was to know the needs regarding living conditions and  creation of interpersonal relations  to be satisfied by said party. One of major guidelines of social policy was to provide working conditions for each citizen.  The state was to provide the citizens with an opportunity to get a job and to be paid for it appropriately to their capacities or work performed. Therefore, during the socialist regime no unemployment was expressly articulated. (Statistical data of Chief Statistical Office did not show unemployment until 1995). On the other hand, guidelines of the foregoing policy in spite of declarations on changes aimed at the citizens’ needs (the so called socialism with human face) combined with an ailing economy – brought in the lack of  agreement between the government and people. 

It resulted in strikes which took place in 1980. The said crisis showed that constitutionally- based system of exercising the state authority was shaped on a faulty structure of socialist mission not reflecting full political representation of the society. The foundations of system of the government as articulated in the Constitution of People’s Republic of Poland  violated democratic nature of the state, thus giving  general premises for conflicts which were  shaking the whole system in post-1944.

In 1980, the demands to implement fundamental social, political and economic reforms were manifested. Leading force of the said changes was NSZZ “Solidarność” /Independent Trade Union Federation „Solidarity”/ which enjoyed a political approval in respect of its demands.  Implementation of radical reforms was at that time unreal. They were unacceptable for the then governing political forces. As a result of political confrontation between the system of state authority and social – political “Solidarity” movement, a martial law was declared on December 13, 1981.  

In the 1980s, a political crisis grew stronger and stronger.  The machinery of changes could not be stopped.  Step by step, the society started to support an idea of political pluralism giving less approval for the ruling party.  

Dynamics of transition in political attitudes of the society on one hand and no capacity of the governing apparatus to efficiently calm down the crisis on the other - led to material  revaluation of the opinions of the then governing elites. They were forced to acknowledge a new arrangement of political forces in the structure of the society and to carry out radical changes in the system of government.  It resulted in convening of “Roundtable Talks”.  

During the negotiations main trends for the reforms were set forth. Basic changes of the political, governmental and economic system were as follows: 

1. Formation of the constitutional principles of  democracy, 

2. Construction of pluralistic political system, 

3. Foundation of parliamentary democracy,

4. Decentralization of  state administration and construction of self-government administration,

5. Radical reform of economic system.

In June 1989, the parliamentary election took place.  It was “Solidarity” movement success and an evident failure of the governing coalition. Such the result of the election manifested loss of monopoly of the state authority. 


The first reforms of the political system were reflected in the December novelty of the Constitution which among others restored the historical name of the state to the Republic of Poland. Next step of the reform was rebuilding of the regional political structure of the Polish State. According to the concepts of division into the government and self-government administration, decentralization of the state was carried out.

An important role in the formation of a democratic state had a principle of direct, universal president’s election.


The first stage of Poland’s political transition ended in the enactment of Constitutional Act of October 17, 1992 establishing mutual relations between legislative and executive authority of the Republic of Poland and the state self government. It was universally acknowledged as the “Small Constitution.”  It established new constitutional principles such as eg. the principle of separation of powers and the principle of parliamentary system. The enacted triarchy was the basis for the organization of the political system and mutual relations between supreme agencies of the Polish State.  

Next significant step in the political transition was approval of a new Constitution by a national referendum on May 25, 1997.  It defines the political and economic system of the Polish State in its entirety. It is the act which meets the world standards in respect of the guarantee of fundamental civic rights and obligations and human rights. Legal instruments were introduced (the system of constitutional means of protection of the rights) on the basis whereof any citizen may demand for the enforcement of the rights resulting from the Constitution (they include inter alia constitutional complaints and the two-instance system of administrative courts). 


I would like to focus on what was most significant for the transition period, namely the fact that an obligation of public authority to guarantee human and civic freedoms and rights and safety was raised to the rank of major task of the State, expressly formulated and exposed in the preamble of the Constitution (Article 5) (beside the protection of independence and inviolability of territory). The principle of freedom and rights becomes thus the unshakeable foundation for the political system of the State and it specifies the essence of the Constitution


The regulations contained in the Constitution are token of political and structural transition experienced by the Polish State.  Their peculiar importance is evidenced by more opportunity of the citizens to affect their own lives through active determination of a shape of the state structure, its policy and direction of changes.  With respect to an individual, the indication of the importance of human and civic rights as well as an obligation to observe the same is of an extremely significant nature in the opportunity to realize one’s needs both on a professional and personal level. 

Political changes were followed by the alterations in the economic policy of the State. 
Economic Changes in post-1989 Poland

Poland’s economic policy in the post-Second World War period was modeled on the Soviet Union policy.  Its significant feature was intense development of heavy and engineering industry (including armaments industry) at the cost of other business sectors, in particular that of services and the consumer industries (which resulted in rationing of food by means of coupons.) The solutions in the ownership area were aimed at the development of State ownership. Dominance of the State ownership and centrally-managed system facilitated intervention of the State powers as regards economic proportions.


Old-fashioned technology, not satisfying the society welfare as well as the constitutional changes in other post-Communist nations required economic changes – the transition from a centrally- planned economy to a free-market economy.  


It was Tadeusz Mazowiecki (one of leading associates of Solidarity movement) government that started said changes.  A basic task was to stop the rise of prices and income which both generated hyperinflation.


Along with strong anti-inflation brakes (implementation of Popiwek tax on wage increases), gradual liberalization of the economic life took place. As early as in 1990, free fixing of 90% of prices was allowed which make it possible to reduce budget donations and to gradually equilibrate the market. All the entities were admitted to participate in foreign trade thus liquidating the state monopoly of foreign trade.  Restrictions as regards land transactions and possession of land by private households were reversed.  Other reasonable decision was separation of central budget from regional budgets. Tax Chambers and Offices employing strong fiscal executive were appointed. In addition, universal income tax and value added tax were implemented. Antimonopoly Office was established in order to break up big monopolies in the sector of production and trade.


In the early 1990s, apparent changes testifying to revalidation of the economy took place.  First of all, the outlets’ shelves were filled. Without queuing up, one could buy toilet paper and string for sheaf-binders. However, incidental effects of the changes became to occur, firstly in a form of unemployment .  


Poland was not the only country to undergo the foregoing changes.  Close relations were entered with the Western world organizations facilitating the exchange of goods and reduction of bad debts. Liberalization of customs policy gradually opened the Western Europe for the Polish exports.  


An important role was played by the dynamic process of privatization.   In the years 1990-2000, as much as 75% of state enterprises were subject to ownership transformation.  At that time, fundamental change affected also the bank sector which until 1989 was featured by nationalization and centralization.  Transformation was based on the establishment of both public banks with combined state-owned or private capital and private banks including those with foreign capital (at the end of 1990s, share of foreign capital in the assets of the Polish bank sector has reached as high as 80%).


After a lapse of time, implementation of the reforms slowed, the economic situation becoming more stable. Annual rate of inflation which in 1990 amounted to 249%, in the years 1998-2000 was reduced to 10%.


Restrictive monetary policy and the exposure of the economy to international competition brought in also adverse effects by contributing to breakdown of the enterprises’ profitability and to crisis of Poland’s public finances. In 1992, over 42% of the economic entities suffered from deficit. 


Added to that, unemployment was increasing.  In1991, rate of unemployment raised to 12%, in 1993 – it exceeded 16%.
  The rise of food prices, rentals and electricity charges was also painful. Continuous decrease of income, retirement benefits and annuities could be observed.
 Crisis in housing construction became more intense.   


To conclude, in the end of 1990s, Poland was acknowledged as the country that exceeded the level of economic growth as compared with the pre-transformation period. Steadfast pursue of economic reforms situated Poland as the greatest success story among the former communist states (a balanced internal market with high inflation rate and unemployment).  

However, the reforms brought great disappointment to vast groups of the Polish society. It resulted from a formidable deterioration of the standard of living of lots of citizens who were not able to find their place in new virtual conditions. 
Change of structure of narcotic delinquency following the political and economic transformation  

Narcotic delinquency stems out from the phenomenon of narcomania. That is why this type of crime shall not be examined otherwise as in respect of drug-taking.  In Poland of 1960s, problem of drugs concerned morphinists and affected medical milieu mainly (about 90%). It has spread as a social issue in the end of the decade. It was shown in the Police records reporting 14 drug-related crimes in the year 1968, in 1973 drug addicts are said to number over 800.  Drug abuse has come to Poland with Hippies’ movement which differed from the Western movement in respect of a type of craving for drugs.  At first, young Poles took substitutes as eg. TRI, detergent intended for cleaning textiles.  Gradually, in the second half of 1970s, the so called “kompot” or Polish brown sugar was the drug of choice (Estimates of Poles eligible then for drug-related therapy reached as high as 20-40 thousand).


In the Polish People’s Republic an issue of drug- taking did not match with an image of  no-problem, healthy socialist society so it was not  dealt with  in mass media. While speaking about narcotic delinquency, one should take into account anti-drug legislation.


Since 1951, the Act on pharmaceuticals, intoxicating agents and sanitary products was in force.
  Provisions of criminal law prohibited illegal processing, manufacturing, transport, storage or marketing of narcotic substances (Article 29) as well as using narcotics in another person’s company without medical prescription (Article 30) or illegal offering of narcotics (Article 161 of Penal Code).


Till the mid-80s, drug-related crimes included mostly: 

1)  collective taking of narcotics  (in 1977,  this type of criminal acts reached over one half of “narcotic delinquency”
 ), 

2)  illegal manufacturing of narcotics  (in 1981, it covered  ca 45% of all the offences connected with drug  addiction 
)

2)    burglary at drug stores, 

3)    falsification of medical prescriptions . 


Near-crisis proportions of drug abuse needed radical actions to be undertaken.   Therefore, on 31 December 1985, the Law on Drug Abuse Prevention was enacted.

The document included international conventions on suppression of drug addiction and related to offences.  It was based on liberalistic principles of not punishing drug abuse as such (possession of narcotics was not subject to punishment).  

At that time, criminal acts of groups of drug abusers could be observed, however it was not purposeful or planned on a large scale. Trading in drugs was carried out but on a small scale. No drug dealing on an organized level was noted – the users produced drugs for their own needs or for needs of a confined group of friends.


State policy as regards narcotic delinquency changed in 1997 when the Act on Counteracting Drug Addiction came into force.
 It substantially extended the scope of penalization with respect to narcotic and psychotropic substances. 

While presenting the structure of narcotic criminality which took place after 1989, I will focus on a few selected offences and on the actions of the organized criminal groups. 

-     Organized Criminal Groups:

One of formerly not known but in fact most dangerous forms of narcotic delinquency is the organized crime. Structure of criminal groups is different, depending on a group’s “specialization.”   

If a group’s activity is aimed at drug dealing, then its structure involves vast range of dealers and wholesalers. In case of smuggling, any group used to have couriers.  

In the territory of Poland, domestic criminal groups as well as groups from other countries and those of international nature are active.
 

Added to that, the Polish criminal organizations cooperate with foreign criminal organizations more and more intensely. Thus, eg. amphetamine from Poland is exported to Germany and criminal groups from Germany buy Cannabis indica /hemp/ and marihuana from the Netherlands and then, deliver them to Poland. 

· Types of committed crimes:

a) Smuggling of narcotics throughout Poland 
Drugs are smuggled from the manufacturing sites to the place of their consumption. It is usually not the shortest way to go through.  Criminal groups are guided by safety and efficiency of contraband. Amphetamine produced in Poland is smuggled almost to all the European countries and recently even to New Zealand.
.  One of the branches of the Balkan route steers its way via Poland.  As reported by the police, the Polish criminal groups dealing with heroin cooperate closely with illegal organizations from Turkey, Albania, Yugoslavia and Nigeria. In such proceedings, mainly foreigners (eg. Turks) play the role of leaders.  Poles act as distributors and couriers or they are involved in storing the drugs in the territory of Poland and arranging contraband to reach a place of destination.
 

Recently, the engagement of Viet-Nam groups could be observed in using their business facilities in Poland as the place for smuggling.

The appearance of the representatives of the Italian drug mafia in Poland is also an alarming event.
 

As for narcotic contraband taking place in Poland, a special role is played by Okęcie Airport being the main place of smuggling.  It testifies to the fact that airport smuggling is deemed more and more significant for the organized narcotic groups.

 
Worth noting is that drug smuggling is dynamically increasing. In 1989, in Poland only 5 cases of drug smuggling were reported but by 1999, the number had risen to 406.
 

b) Drug Trading 
In Poland, the population of   hardcore addicts becomes bigger and bigger from year to year.  The police reports of 2002 show that the group is approximately 600,000 individuals
.  Added to that, also a group of occasional abusers has spread. Narcotic substances are fashionable among young people eager to experiment with drugs or being exposed to the influence of groups of addicts. Concurrently, abuse of narcotic substances among teenagers is alarming. Young Poles experiment with drugs in order to revive their mental activity or relax while enjoying a nice party.

It is noteworthy that juvenile criminals are interested in an increase of narcomania. As regards their modus operandi, one can observe that criminal groups’ leaders are looking for maximum gains at minimum risk. Therefore, the activity of criminal groups is distinguished by multi-level structure and precise hierarchy.  Boss of a criminal group will not deal with drugs directly. For more safety, usually a well-developed network of the so called wholesalers  is actively operating. They have big amounts of drugs which they would transfer to the so called retailers – dealers for the purpose of distribution. Majority of wholesalers are men aged 21-25, having secondary education. They want to make fortune as fast as possible and their characteristic features are violence and brutality of action.  The whole group is based on financial interdependence.  Worth mentioning is the fact that the wholesalers make use of dealers’ aptitude for drug addiction. It happens sometimes that dealers are forced to be involved in trading of drugs.
 

c) Drug Manufacturing
An offence of drug trading is closely connected with criminal groups’ activity in the field of drug manufacturing. Production for own needs is carried out but on a very small scale. 

On the Polish market, heroin (the so called „kompot”) is the more popular. Poland has about 90% of heroin addicts in a total drug abusers.

The other most popular drug inducing stupor is - amphetamine. One might say it is the Polish specialty on the international market of drugs.  Since 1995, production of amphetamine in big quantities for export might be observed. According to INTERPOL records, as much as 10% of amphetamine forfeited in Europe comes form illegal manufactures in Poland. At the same time, an increase in demand for said drug abroad resulted both in fall of its price in Poland and in a greater number of users experimenting with amphetamine.  It is estimated that in the territory of Poland several laboratories illegally producing amphetamine are operating nowadays. 
 

d) Possession of Drugs


According to Article 48 of the Act on Counteracting Drug Abuse, possession of narcotic and psychoactive substances is prohibited.  Taking into account lower and lower age of people taking to drugs, cultural tendencies promoting marihuana as well as the records related to this type of offences, it is evident that drug abuse is a frequently committed offence but showing low index of perpetrators’ identification.   


All the above named offences are connected with the possession of drugs with respect to the aim of committing crime, namely delivery of drug to an user (the last holder).


While examining the connection between the political and economic changes in Poland and a change in the structure of narcotic delinquency, one should concentrate on the nature of an offender. My considerations are based  on  the analysis of  court cases filed in  VII Division of District Court in  Olsztyn  town in a period  from  01.01.2001 to  01.08.2003.  In 67 cases – 71 persons were accused. They were mainly young people (37 of them aged 19-25).  This number included 45 drug abusers.  More than half of them were unemployed and family-dependant.  


 As regards the age of drug users (ie. drug holders),  falling tendency is reported  According to the data of 1999,  on average every fifth teenager is in touch with drugs which means that he is or may become their holder, without any effort .
 


As it results from the Police Headquarters statistical data, narcotic delinquency is featured by rising tendency. In 1997, 32 offences were adjudged under Article 48 and in 2000 they reached as many as 2815.

4. Resume
It is apparent in the light of foregoing considerations how narcotic delinquency changed at the start of 1990s.    Not only intense growth of crimes was noted but also the market of drugs was extended.  The age of offenders lowered and distinct separation of dealers from users took place in drug trading.  Narcotic criminality became domain of organized criminal groups and delinquency became subject of internationalization. 

At the start of 1990s, this type of crimes was given due treatment and concern.  How is it that it happened just in that period of time? How much the political and economic changes affected the structure and number of crimes? 

It is impossible to answer this question in an express and clear way. One of not trifling causes was necessity to change the routes of drug smuggling via Europe due to war riots in former Yugoslavia. On the other hand, worth noting is that social changes (being resultant of the political and economic transition) created favorable conditions for the development of narcotic criminality.  It was due to facilities on account of opening the frontiers, influx of people, insufficient control of state authorities over the phenomena and added to that – because of stress-inducing circumstances arising  from the citizens’ difficulty to find their place in new reality: free-market economy and the world of changed hierarchy of values.  

In my opinion, the referred to political and economic changes caused that illegal drug turnover in other parts of the world was no longer isolated from the Polish country. On the contrary, it has come to Poland with a vengeance and launched on our internal market affecting the state of drug abuse.  Consequently, in the early 1990s, “black market” of drugs appeared with a distinct division into roles to be played by consumers and individuals, taking advantage of other people’s bad habits.
 On the other hand, it gave chance for Polish manufacturers to prepare narcotic substances (especially amphetamine) for the markets of Western Europe. 

Having in mind the extent of that phenomenon and the Police low efficiency in detection, one should state that the political transition was not accompanied by fast changes in the operation of prosecuting authorities. The State apparatus was but insufficiently adjusted to the changes affecting the structure and intensity of criminality.
  The same comment should refer to slow updating of legal provisions.


As stated before, the political and economic transition brought in the changes of social structure. New social groups were emerging with social hierarchy changed (status of working class was deteriorated). Some social groups were of marginal importance in respect of their economic status. Social inequality and differentiation occurred. .


The above process was accompanied by cultural changes.  New lifestyle came into fashion affecting the existing systems of values.  In the 1990s, habit of taking marihuana became popular especially in youth environments.  


Special attention should also be paid to correlation between definite factors, their interaction which resulted in a sort of mental stress, so strong that – with the dependence on a certain group and vogue - it weakened the processes impeding taking to drugs.  In my opinion, the factors include: 1. structural unemployment; 2. loosening of family ties; 3. availability of narcotic substances in view of insufficient supervision of the State. 
 

Such being the assumption, one may draw the conclusion that these are state authorities which to much extent are responsible for an offence of possession of drugs.  Driving to the political and economic reform, the State did not provide mechanisms which could secure young people – living in new conditions – against committing crime. In pursuit of that way of thinking and taking into account the lack of efficient proceedings to counteract narcomania – one may state that it was the process of changes that  offering no protective means  – led  lots of young people to drug addiction.  


In support of the referred to issues, I would like to quote one of the theories on psycho-social conditioning of drug abuse which reads as follows:  „It was the Polish youth that experienced the consequences of crisis in all its aspects most deeply, and the conditions prevailing in the society were conducive to an attitude of withdrawal. Young generation does not take drugs for better functioning in the society but rather for no functioning at all in order to seclude from the life.” 


My examination of court files testifies to the fact that Poland’s transition affected mostly young generation that in its escape from everyday life hardships and overwhelming reality – take to drugs.  

.


In view of the above arguments, the activity of State authorities, resulting in the change of the Law on Counteracting Drug Abuse, 2000 is unreasonable as it stipulates criminal prosecution for the possession of even small amount of drugs kept for one’s own needs. Finally, it is extremely difficult to identify those responsible for the issues of narcotic criminality in the light of the past transition. Difficulty lies in analyzing whether and how one could avoid such problems by means of reasonable policy.  


To sum up, I acknowledge the view of one of the greatest minds in the field of narcotic criminality, Professor Krzysztof Krajewski, who maintains that “an issue of drug abuse is perceived as great menace firstly because until 1989 it was but relatively insignificant.”

� Article 30 of the RP Constitution dated April 1997 (Journal of Laws No. 78  item 483 as amended) stipulates: “Inborn and non-transferable human dignity constitutes source of freedom of human and civil rights. It is inviolable ant its respect and protection is an obligation of state authorities.” Article 31 Section 1 “Human freedom is subject to legal protection.” also Article 5 of the Constitution


� K. Frieske, R. Sobiecha, Narkomania- interpretacje problemu społecznego, Instytut Wydawniczy  Związków Zawodowych, /Narcomania – Interpretation of  Social Problem,  Trade Unions Publishing Institute/ , Warsaw 1987, p. 8


� B. Hołyst, Kryminologia, PWN, /Criminology, State Scientific Publishers/, Warsaw 1979, p. 234


4 General features of  Constitution of 1952 are as follows:


1). It expressed peculiarities of an epoch when it was drawn up to follow Stalinist model of the puppet state ,


2). It showed the essence of the state under the dictatorship of the proletariat; it embodied a definite political ideology ,


3). Strong underlying of an ideological nature of the Constitution was accompanied by  underestimation of legal regulations evidenced in the lack of  guarantee of the execution of guidelines of the system of government and specific decisions. 


4). Recalling the best traditions of the Polish nation as indicated in the Preamble was not reflected in the principles of system of the State ,


5).” As regards the political system, the Constitution accepted the principles being mutually contradictory.  On one hand , democracy was acknowledged as the basis which should determine superiority of the Sejm towards other state authorities , on the other – the principle of  a leading role of the Polish United Workers’ Party  (PZPR) was prevailing   (...)”  W. Skrzydło, Polskie prawo konstytucyjne, /The Polish Constitutional Law/ Lublin 2004., p. 55


5 W. Skrzydło –   ibidem. p. 56


� W. Skrzydło – op. cit. P. 69


� J. Kaliński, Z. Landau,  Gospodarka Polski w XX wieku, Polskie Wydawnictwo Ekonomiczne  /Poland’s Economy in the XX cent.,Polish Economic Publishers,/  Warsaw 2003,  p. 375


� J. Kaliński (...) op. cit., p. 385


� J. Kaliński (...) ibidem,  p. 393, the biggest unemployment was noted in 2004 when a rate of unemployment was  20,6 % (Polityka / Policy/ No 19,  May 14, 2005)


� An interesting effect of transformation was revelation that the former political system created redundant working places. Due to economic changes, slump in the market and acceleration of retirement and pensions procedure was noted


� K. Frieske, R. Sobiech, Narkomania – interpretacja problemu społecznego, Instytut Wyd. ZZ, /Narcomania – interpretation of social problem/,  Trade Unions Publishing Institute,  Warsaw 1987  p.185  


� Journal of Laws  of 1951,  No 1,  item.4  as amended


� K. Frieske, R. Sobiech, Narkomania (...) /Narcomania/  ibid.,  p. 185  


� K. Frieske, S. Sobiech,  Narkomania (...) /Narcomania/ ibidem., p. 193


� Journal of Laws of 1985,  No. 4,  item 15.


� K. Frieske, R. Sobiech, op.cit


� Journal of Laws  of 24.04.1997,  No. 75,  item 468


�  With regard to the Polish organizations, one may distinguish those which consist of Polish citizens and the ones that solicit for foreigners. ( It is quite frequently that the Russians and Ukrainians are accepted by said groups).  In addition, the groups  are acting  managed and organized by foreigners eg. Turks are leaders of groups dealing with drugs contraband in Poland  .


�  Court Gazette,  Przemyt narkotyków /Drug smuggling/,   No.2  of 2001 


� (Court Gazette),  No.2  of 2001


�  The European Law  No. 5 of 2002 . Organized and narcotic crime in Poland, No.5  of 2002.


�  One of the methods of drug smuggling is concealing them in goods turnover between the companies (it is most often employed by criminal gangs due to  possibility to smuggle  big lots of drugs which  is deemed  relatively safe considering  mass quantities of such shipment  - according to the estimates of  the English customs officers , the containers for drug smuggling area as many that if placed one by one they would cover  the whole territory of Poland;  a number of drug transit in the containers is estimated to reach as much as   70-80 million of cases a year!) (source: PE (The European Law),  No. 5/2002)


� Police, No 2-3   of  2001


� Counteracting of drug smuggling is a difficult task due to often changes in dealers’ modus operandi, routes of smuggling as well as huge assistance , mainly financial support of foreign drug gangs.  It is known from the police statistics that ,one of leaders of the organized criminal group receives from Colombians 2 million dollars monthly for providing the so called „gate” ie. safe crossing of goods through the frontier 


( G.S. /Court Gazette/   No. 3 of 2001  “Drug Couriers"). 





� Cf. K. Krajewski, Sens  /Sense/  (...) as above. p. 401


�  It consist in  eg. handing to a designed person  the so called  „bomb” , it means a parcel including all the types of drugs  with the information specifying the time for delivery of agreed amount of monies to the group.  


Non -fulfillment  of the task  shall result in financial consequences or  personal injury.





�  From 1996 to do 2002 , 70 laboratories of amphetamine were wound up in Poland  of which 15 in 2002 


/see: . K. Laskowska, Nielegalny handel narkotykami w Polsce, /IllegalDrug Trading in Poland/  Temida, Białystok 1999, p..66/.


�  Rising tendency of juvenile share in narcotic delinquency is alarming. In the first half of 1997, index of intensity of crime was  451% /K. Laskowska, Nielegalny  /Illegal../(...), ibid. p.45/.


� www.kgp.gov.pl


� K. Krajewski, Sens i bezsens prohibicji – prawo karne wobec narkotyków i narkomanii, /Importance and Senselessness of  Prohibition – Penal law towards Drugs and Drug-Taking/  Zakamycze 2001, p. 399


�  The Polish narcotic business entered the stage of  isolation of the manufacturers’  cartel. Poland takes 2nd place  after the Netherlands  as the producer  of amphetamine in Europe /K. Laskowska, op. cit., p. 64/


�  It seems that the effect of non- adjustment were also unsettled  court cases  (up to the author’s best knowledge and professional experience , the cases not adjudged by Warsaw courts  dated back even  5 or 6 lat).


� Eg. K. Laskowska  maintains that liberal anti-drug law of 1985 was not adjusted to the international standards  /K. Laskowska, ibidem p.. 71/


� J. Błachut, A. Gaberle, K.Krajewski, Kryminologia, /Criminology/  Gdańsk 1999,   p.. 256


� Analyzing  the connection of changes in the structure and extent of narcotic delinquency in a living context of social changes, it seems that  the causes of the foregpoing processes are expressly indicated in the theory of  criminal opportunities  (opportunity perspective) and  the routine activity approach. 


� M. Malinowski, Kim są polscy narkomanii?,/Who are Polish drug addicts?   Monar Magazine 1985, p. 28-29, after K. Laskowska (...) op. cit, p. 33


� K. Krajewski, Sens (...) /Sense/  ibidem p. 404
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