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CALL FOR PAPERS

This conference seeks to explore the significance of transition in understanding definitions of ‘crime’ and ‘justice’, political constructions of criminalization and ideologies of ‘other’. Since the 1970s transition has come to mean a specific period experienced by societies undergoing fundamental political change (eg. Eastern Europe, South Africa and the Middle East). Yet ‘continuity’, ‘conflict’ and ‘change’ are processes not only confined to transitional states. The maintenance and reproduction of social orders deeply divided by structural inequalities of poverty, patriarchy, neocolonialism and age, create tensions within advanced democratic states. Resistance to power through social and political movements promotes and secures change. In that sense all societies experience transition.  The conference provides an opportunity to consider the theoretical and political imperatives of transition focusing particularly on crime and criminalisation, criminal justice and punishment, and social justice and human rights. As 2005 marks a decade of the Peace Process in the North of Ireland, the conference theme and location are particularly significant. Papers are invited on any aspect of the theme, including:

· Theorising transition: class, race, gender, sexuality, neocolonialism, age

· Researching transition and state institutions

· Biopolitics, biopower and global conflicts

· ‘Crime’ and transition

· ‘Justice’ and transition

· Transitional policing and policing transition

· Rethinking punishment

· From prison to community

· Transitional States: amnesty or impunity?

· ‘Truth’ and ‘reconciliation’

· Children and young people in transitional contexts

· Migration, asylum and detention

Abstracts submitted by 31 May 2005 to: p.scraton@qub.ac.uk






